We receive many more letters than we can print! Visit tikkun.org/letters to read more.
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCCUPATION Fantastic issue, I read it cover to cover and passed it along to my sister (to share with members of her congregation). So refreshing to read progressive views. Thank you. -Cheryl J. Hall Dear Editor, I am sending this in response to your recent issue on the 50th anniversary of the occupation. Below, I describe my recent experience being tear-gassed by the Israeli military, along with a large group of Palestinians, while standing in line at the Qalandiya Checkpoint. Incidents like this are an everyday experience for Palestinians living under occupation. Sadly, the only reason this incident is receiving any attention at all, particularly in American Jewish circles, is because I -an American Jewish activist with a social media presencehappened to be there. Here is what I wrote on my social media accounts as it was happening: 8 June 10:48pm Tonight I was tear gassed *literally* for standing in line with a large group of Palestinians, including babies.
This afternoon I visited a dear friend in Ramallah. I hadn't seen him in four years. It was lovely.
My friend dropped me off at Qalandiya Checkpoint at around 7:30 in the evening so that I could head back to Jerusalem. As I waited in line, folks were beginning to break the Ramadan fast, nibbling on pita bread and smoking their fi rst cigarettes of the day. Typically, I would take the bus through the checkpoint, but there were no buses at iftar (breakfast time). My friend said, "I better drop you off fast so they don't shoot at me." I laughed it off.
I couldn't fi gure out why there was such a hold up in the line. People were hungry, and it was hot, and the line wasn't moving. Rumors started circulating that the soldiers were not allowing Palestinian residents of the West Bank with Ramadan permits to enter after 8:00PM. Folks were confused by this and wanted to stay in line to see what was going on.
*Note: Every year, Israel gives thousands of Palestinian residents of the West Bank special permits to enter Jerusalem to pray at the Al-Aqsa Mosque during Ramadan. There are all kinds of age and gender restrictions, and of course everything is subject to last-minute changes, but it happens. And tomorrow is Friday, Islam's holy day, so folks were hoping to get into Jerusalem with their Ramadan permits to pray the Friday prayers at Al-Aqsa.
An Israeli soldier shouted incomprehensible orders into the loudspeaker. I muttered to myself that nothing has changed. Three years ago, I helped draft a petition to the Knesset on this very issue. How can Palestinians understand what to do at the checkpoint if the orders are in garbled Hebrew? I'm a pretty fl uent Hebrew speaker and even I couldn't make them out.
More rumors about the timing issue. "So can we go through?" "Maybe we can still get through until 8:30?" The Jerusalemite Palestinians started to yell at the Palestinian residents of the West Bank to just give up and stop holding up the line. I watched two men pull out their prayer rugs and begin to pray in front of the bars.
The military fi nally let a big group of folks through the fi rst cage of the checkpoint, including me. It's hard to describe Qalandiya, but it's basically a series of cages with
WHAT KIND OF FEMINISM IS THIS? WONDER WOMAN AS OCCUPIER
The Spring 2017 issue of Tikkun with its focus on the oppressive occupation by Israel of the West Bank Palestinians may have been quickly overshadowed by the release of a pop movie featuring a pro-Occupation movie star, the same week of the 50th anniversary of the Occupation.
In case you were not following the entertainment news or don't have young daughters you're supposed to be empowering through popcorn cinema, Gal Gadot is an Israeli model and actress who, after appearing in several big budget films including the Fast and Furious franchise, has leapt to superstardom with the massive premier of her first Wonder Woman film. According to the film's director, Patty Jenkins (who is now being celebrated as the first woman to direct a Hollywood comic book blockbuster) Wonder Woman is a "new kind of action hero;" the "feminist hero we've been waiting for" whose representation in the film is an "attack on patriarchy." The cover of Glamour declared, "Gal Gadot Is Wonder Woman," and so it's hard to know to which one -the actress or the character -the New York Times was referring when it explained how the film will impact young girls' self-esteem,"If Wonder Woman can do it, she can too."
But whose self-esteem are we trying to raise exactly? Do we really need women in tight fitting outfits with golden lassos and superhuman powers to raise girls' self-images? Why wasn't Scarlett Johansson's Black Widow from The Avengers good enough? When Americans will elect a confessed pussy grabber as President, is an Amazonian princess really where were we should be putting our emotional energy? I would think Jessica Jones, the far more troubled, realistic looking and hipster star of the eponymous Netflix show, would be the better role model. More like Lena Dunham if she'd played club soccer straight through college, but kept her razor sharp tongue and disdain for conventional sexual morality (Wonder Woman is more or less sexless, or at least doesn't see much point or use for men. Her stance on women and sex is not spelled out).
But isn't the point precisely that the only way to defeat Donald Trump and the horrific misogynistic, transphobic and all-around racist side of America he represents is not going to be through Wonder Woman, Superman, or Captain America? It's going to be through much more prosaically talented people, women and men, standing up and fighting against a system that is grinding them down with greater force than we've seen in decades. Israel is not California; the Middle East is different, a region where peace is given only to the party which is strong, armed to its teeth, dangerous, and ready to immediately retaliate in disproportional reaction. It is better described as "credible threat." Only this party can enjoy peace which in the Middle Eastern terms is nothing more than a documented truce or ceasefire.
Kol Tuv, -Mordechai Kedar r abbi lerner responds to mordechai kedar: It is far more likely that Hamas will take over the West Bank if Israel continues its Occupation than if it deals with the Palestinian people in a spirit of reconciliation, generosity, and caring for their well being. I'd be happy to live in an Israel that had implemented a peace agreement that I present as the only sustainable path to a lasting peace and justice for all, and does so in a spirit of real generosity and caring for the well being of the Palestinian people and the security and well being of Jews living inside the boundaries as I describe in my book Embracing Israel/Palestine. turnstiles that only move when the soldiers decide to press a button.
I moved on to the next cage, waiting to go through the next turnstile. This is the part where the soldiers usually check your stuff, check your papers, and check your body. I stood behind two women, each holding a baby.
Suddenly folks were running back to the other end of the cage. The two women with the babies ran past me. I started following the crowd, wondering what had happened. And then my nose started stinging and my throat started burning and my eyes starting tearing. The soldiers had literally shot tear gas (or pepper spray?) into the crowd with no apparent provocation. My theory? They couldn't seem to convey their instructions to the Palestinian residents of the West Bank in words, so they decided to tear gas all of us instead. Easiest way to get folks to leave.
My whole body was shaking. I didn't know where to run. After all, we were in a cage. In panic, my mind immediately flew to images of Jews getting gassed in enclosed spaces. Where to breathe. Where to breathe.
I started to wonder if I was going to faint. Or vomit.
In the first cage, where I had already passed, the army shot stun grenades to disperse the crowd. I saw the flashes of light in the air and the loud popping sounds that wouldn't seem to stop. It was probably 2 minutes but it felt like 20.
The Palestinian residents of the West Bank gave up and left. Who knows if they'll get in for Friday prayers tomorrow? The Jerusalemites got right back in line. The soldiers wouldn't let them through the far left section, where I was standing, so the Jerusalemite Palestinians gave up one by one and tried a different section. But when the soldiers saw me, a lone white woman standing by the door, they buzzed me through. When I motioned to show them my passport, the soldier didn't even bother to open his window. He winked at me and waved me along.
I checked Twitter and Facebook to see if anything special was being reported about the Qalandiya checkpoint. I know that the use of tear gas and stun grenades at the checkpoint is not uncommon, but still. Nothing was reported. Folks went on as usual. I hopped on the bus waiting on the other side of the checkpoint.
Ramadan in Palestine, everyone. -Leanne Gale her support for IDF operations that are recognized universally to have involved largescale war crimes. That she is identifying her own personal backstory with the backstory of Wonder Woman -that is the problem.
Brand Israel Versus Reality of Israelfor Women and Palestinians
The reality is that the producers and Gadot herself have intentionally morphed Gadot's backstory with that of the character she's playing. She is depicted as very much a "wonder woman" herself -a beautiful, young, modern, strong Israeli women who excelled in her combat training to the point of training Israeli soldiers, and who has since then repeatedly used her time as a soldier as the foundation of the training she went through to become Wonder Woman. This is not a case of politically (over) sensitive film goers projecting or confusing the character with the actor; it's Gadot projecting and deliberately tying her personal experiences to the character in order to create the impression that she is uniquely qualified to bring that character to life. In her various interviews leading up to the film's release in which she explicitly uses the term "role model" and talks about her experiences in the IDF and Wonder Woman without any separation.
In this situation, young girls -or anyone for that matter who identifies Gadot with the values espoused by her character, Wonder Woman, are quite naturally going to look at her statements and the conflict in which she is clearly taking sides and assume that she, and through her, Israel, represent the ideals of Wonder Woman. This automatically means that the other side, Palestinians, must represent the very opposite of these ideals; and by extension, Palestinian women must represent the opposite of the "badassery" either as passive subjects of humiliation from their Arab/ Muslim culture or as supporters of irrational hatred of Jews and Israelis.
Indeed, Gadot is a prime example of Brand Israel, which is one of the most important elements of the propaganda war on Palestinians. The former IDF poster girl is using herself and being used by Israel as the perfect propaganda piece to project the image of Israel as a modern, enlightened, democratic society where women enjoy complete equality with men and are free to excel in whatever they dream (in fact, she said precisely this in a Hebrew Language article on Ynet published to coincide with International Women's Day).
Never mind that this image of Israeli women, which returns to the pre-1948 era Zionist propaganda, is belied by the reality of an extremely macho society where one in three son, Judith Butler, JK Rowling, Malala, her pediatrician, or the mailwoman. Real-life women who've demonstrated incredible intelligence, talent, drive, and/or ethical grounding in their lives and work. Let's assume that in theory superhero films can inspire young girls to be more "bad-ass" and succeed to greater heights in their lives than they otherwise would be. What happens if the heroine supports Occupation?
The fact that Gadot clearly has a politics that are at odds with the character she's portraying does not automatically disqualify her from playing that character. But Gadot is not simply an actress who happens to be Israeli. Nor is it merely that she's an Israeli actress who served, like most young Israelis, her compulsory military service.
Rather, Gadot has continuously brought up her time in the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) and her role as a combat trainer and Perhaps we can accept that there's at least a place for superheroines in the budding self-identities of young women. Why has Gal Gadot's Wonder Woman generated such controversy, even as it's breaking box office records? For the mainstream media, there is no controversy, as "journalists" have been duly repeating the advertising pitch that she is a feminist icon -as the Daily Beast's Melissa Leon declared, "this Diana Prince is so good, and so inspiring, that she -and her superhuman director Patty Jenkins -make you want to be better, too." The Jewish media has gone absolutely nuts over her, both in Israel and the Diaspora, conflating her identities as a Jew and an Israeli to see each reinforcing the other in her portrayal of Wonder Woman and in so doing being good for Jews.
As the father of a 12-year old young woman, I'd have thought her heroines should be Serena Williams, Carli Lloyd, Katherine John- For nearly a year, I explored joining a synagogue for the first time since age 18 (I'm 65 now).
Temple Emanuel is the most "progressive" and largest synagogue here in Dallas.
However for me the awful "elephant in the room" was despite calls for social justice, there is a complete ignorance of what's happening in Israel. In fact, last month they celebrated a "Celebrating Israel Week", and of course no mention of the disasters going on there. So this strongly contributed to a choice on my part to stop attending services there and letting my membership expire.
I do agree with everything your article stated, with a move to either a two-state solution, or one state honoring all peoples and all faiths.
The only difference I have is that I do believe Jerusalem needs to remain as the capital of Jewish Israel just as Vatican City is the Catholic capital of Italy and the entire world. However it's also crucial that Palestinians have free and total reign for governing their sacred sites as well as government in East Jerusalem.
Why? For years in the Passover text, one of the affirmations was "next year in Jerusalem."
This has such symbolic meaning for Jews worldwide, and it may sway some of the more tradition bound Jews to our side.
-Stephen Levine
Truth would force Gadot to own up to her own complicity in the Israeli machinery of war and occupation.
Ultimately, if Gadot is in fact a "feminist hero," she's a hero for women and girls who can ignore certain atrocities which don't directly affect them. Your children are safe, their bodies aren't being policed by soldiers, their schools haven't been bombed, the hospitals they lay in don't have bullet holes in the walls, their water supplies haven't been cut, their electricity isn't regularly shut off by another government. This is not the hero I want my daughter or son to emulate.
For all of us who are interested in supporting the forces seeking reconciliation and peace between the Palestinian and Israeli peoples, this particular Wonder Woman has just become yet another obstacle in our path.
Mark LeVine is a professor of history at UC Irvine. He is presently completing a collaboratively written history of the Occupation to be published by the University of California Press.

END CENSORSHIP FOR HILLEL
Tikkun's Spring 2017 issue addressing the 50th anniversary of the Occupation led me to think about the way the Occupation's immorality can only be defended if people don't know what is going on. So I was not surprised when I learned that Israel's Education Minister Naftali Bennett has proposed a new ethics code for Israeli universities.
According to reports, this code would forbid professors from expressing their political views and would require each school to "establish a unit that would monitor political activity" on campus. How can students and professors speak openly about the Occupation if they face disciplinary action for expressing their ideas and opinions? In Israel, students, leaders in academia, and even members of Knesset are speaking out against this code of censorship, calling it "another step to wipe out debate and freedom of thought," and comparing it to a form of "thought police." Yet, this is not the first time that Bennett has used his position as Minister of Education to silence and intimidate his critics. Since Bennett took office in 2013, he has censored books and plays, and banned human rights organizations from Israeli schools.
Last year, Bennett extended his censorship practices to college campuses in the United States. He launched a $66 million initiative, Mosaic United, which aims to "combat critical discourse" around Israel. In August 2016, Hillel International announced a $22 million women is a victim of sexual assault, with harassment in her beloved IDF rising in recent years, and secular and particularly Orthodox Jewish women suffering significant gender oppression. Needless to say, the realities of women's lives in Israel is no different than that of women in most every other country. But based on my Hebrew as well as English internet searches, it seems Gadot has rarely, if ever, spoken out about these issues. How would Wonder Woman feel about that?
As former B'Tselem head Jessie Montell argued back in 1991, every Israeli woman grows up thinking hers is a "country of sexual equality," which is defined as such first and foremost through women and men "fighting alongside each other." This trope is intimately tied to another one, that the conflict is not the fault of enlightened and modern Israel, but rather of backwards and chauvinistic Palestinians. Of course, pointing out that Israel does not live up to the mythology surrounding women's equality does not signify anything other than Israel is no different than most countries, and in fact better than many when it comes to the treatment of its female citizens.
Needed -A Real Lasso of Truth
The reason for pointing out this gap between Gadot's narrative and reality is because it is repeated in an even more extreme form in her discussions of Israel. Specifically, in her many public discussions of the IDF, including her clear tweeting of support for the 2014 war on Gaza. Gadot has never, as far as I have been able to find in English or Hebrew, said a word about Palestinians suffering, about the ills of the Occupation, or the fact that those soldiers she brags about training routinely commit war crimes and otherwise oppress, harm, and even kill Palestinians whose Occupation has just turned 50.
For Gal Gadot, it appears that Palestine and Palestinians simply don't exist, or at least are not worth mentioning in any meaningful way (I would appreciate being shown otherwise here if people have found any articles or interviews with her talking in any meaningful way about the Occupation, about the excesses of the IDF, or otherwise demonstrating some kind of critical distance from the IDF and Israeli policies.) Instead, she tweeted her "love" for the IDF during the Gaza war as a thousand Palestinian civilians were being killed. If we're being honest, we might conclude that if Wonder Woman met Gal Gadot, she'd lasso her and bring her to the Paradise Island Court of Justice to face trial as an accomplice to terrible crimes. At the very least, her Lasso of active, and thriving over the last few months. I have also been involved with the national NSP clergy caucus and am serving on the Editorial Advisory Board of Tikkun Magazine. Within my rabbinical association, I have advocated for solution-based approaches that go beyond simply resisting Trump-ism, and expanding our diversity work to focus on the concerns of poor white working-class families.
I participated in the training together with our synagogue president and other members. Since that time we have taken Tikkun Olam activities to a new level together, including seminars on racism, classes on Torah teaching for addressing the world situation, and the decision to devote the following year to support of refugees and immigrants by affi liating with the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society's refugeesupporting congregation association. With the unanimous endorsement of our board, we proudly display a huge banner facing a busy street, affi rming our support for immigrants and our Muslim neighbors.
On a personal level, the focus on non violent communication and respectful dialogue has had a signifi cant effect in my family life, where the challenge of overcoming patterns of defense, misunderstanding, and aggression can be especially acute.
In short, the Spiritual Activism training, in my view, is a vital step for building the world we value and reversing the world-wide slide into anti-democratic and even fascistic ways of thinking. This training and the movement behind it deserves generous fi nancial support and far greater visibility and participation.
Sincerely What Do You Mean by "Spiritual"?
You can be spiritual and still be an atheist or agnostic. To be spiritual, you don't have to believe in God or accept New Age versions of spirituality. You don't need to give up science or your critical faculties. We use the word "spiritual" to describe all aspects of reality that cannot be subject to empirical verifi cation or measurement: everything pertaining to ethics, aesthetics, music, art, philosophy, religion, poetry, literature, dance, love, generosity, and joy. We reject the notion that everything worthy of consideration to guide our personal lives and our economic and political arrangements must be measurable.
What's a Spiritual Progressive?
To be a spiritual progressive is to agree that our public institutions, corporations, government policies, laws, education system, health care system, legal system, and even many aspects of our personal lives should be judged "effi cient, rational, or productive" to the extent that they maximize love, caring, generosity, and ethical and environmentally sustainable behavior. We call this our New Bottom Line. Spiritual progressives seek to build "The Caring Society: Caring for Each Other and Caring for the Earth." Our well-being depends upon the well-being of everyone else and also on the well-being of the planet itself. So we commit to an ethos of generosity, nonviolence, and radical amazement at the grandeur of all that is, and seek to build a global awareness of the unity of all being.
If you are willing to help promote this New Bottom Line for our society, you are a spiritual progressive. And if you are a spiritual progressive, we invite you to join our Network of Spiritual Progressives at spiritualprogressives.org.
